Protection of breeding sites

and implementation of innovative and demonstrative actions
for the Corncrake (2011-2015)

Results and
prospects
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What is a LIFE program ?
The Financial Instrument for the Environment
(LIFE) Nature, launched in 1992, is specially
designed to support the implementation of
European Directive 79/409 (and 2009/147),
called the «Birds Directive» and the Directive
92/43, called the «Habitats Directive”. LIFE
projects therefore relate to Special Protection
Areas (SPAs) and Sites of Community
Importance (SCI) and on the species mentioned
in their annexes. They are co-financed by the
European Union (up to 75 %) and national
funds (State, local authorities, private funds,
others... ).
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Why a LIFE Program dedicated to the Corncrake ?
In the early 20th century, the French meadows alluvial valleys hosted
each spring thousands of Corncrakes. But in the second half of the 20th
century, the numbers falled, especially these 40 last years. From 2,800
singing males counted in the mid-1970s, the number declined to about 300
in 2011 ... i.e. a loss of 90 %! After disappearing of the main alluvial valleys,
the Corncrake is now on the list of endangered species in France.
Today, in order to improve this situation, it is essential to preserve the

natural wet meadows, the only suitable habitat for the Corncrake during the
breeding season. The LIFE+ Nature program «Protection of breeding sites and
implementation of demonstrative and innovative actions for the Corncrake»
aims at halting the decline of the species. This program, coordinated by the
LPO France, took place from September 2011 to December 2015 in three
major breeding sites hosting the species in France: Basses Vallées Angevines
(stronghold), Moyenne Vallée de l’Oise and Moyenne Vallée de la Charente.

Corncrake singing males in 2009
Numbers in Life program sites

Poussin de Râle des genêts sauvé d’une fauche © Pierre Lecomte
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Overall numbers

Improving knowledge
Nocturnal monitoring of singing males
In France, the Corncrake breeds mainly within the alluvial meadows where the
height and density of vegetation protects broods from predators. He moves
mainly walking or running in tall grass and is therefore scarcely seen. The only
way to estimate the population of this species is the location of singing males,
very active at night mainly from mid-May to mid-June. Under the Life program,
monitorings have been carried out from the method known as «the broadcast»,
which is to broadcast a call record in preset listening points. As the Corncrake is
a very territorial species, this method provokes the reaction of territorial males
which identify call records as potential competitors and start calling.

Number has unfortunately continued to decline during the LIFE program from
210 singing males present in the 3 sites in 2012, to 114 in 2015.
This decline mainly reflected a major decline recorded in the main site, Basses
Vallées Angevines (BVA) in 2012 and 2013, due to late flooding which disrupted
breeding.
In the Moyenne Vallée de l’Oise (MVO), numbers remain in recent decades (with
strong inter-annual changes), although they remain low and therefore showing
this is a fragile population.
In the Moyenne Vallée de la Charente (VMC), a slight increase has been noticed
over the last two years of the Life program. Thus, the Corncrake status remains
critical, with only a few singing males sighted each year.

Numbers of singing males

Corncrake numbers still in decline
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Moyenne Vallée de l’Oise
Moyenne Vallée de la Charente
Trend of singing males on the 3 LIFE programme sites from 2012 to 2015
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Monitoring and chick watching

200

The mowing monitoring set in place on meadows with farmers provides
information both on the quantification of mowing methods (speed, direction
...), and on the timing of the Corncrake breeding, which differs from one site to
another. This monitoring allowed to confirm the presence or absence of adults
on plots, but also to attest the successful breeding by watching broods. The
probable date of laying and hatching eggs is deducted from the estimated age
of the juvenile seen during mowing.

More than
Corncrakes in the
Basses Vallées Angevines

26

adults and at least 6 broods in
the Moyenne Vallée de l’Oise

1

Corncrake sighted in the
Moyenne Vallée de la Charente

The period of egg hatching and chick growth is quite extended. The earliest
sights indicate a hatching from early June and later hatchings in mid-July or
late July (second brood). In most cases, hatching and chick growth seem to
occur in July. Most chicks are flying in late July.
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The mowing monitoring also aims at stopping the mower when Corncrakes are
observed. Volunteers helped to provide to Corncrakes an opportunity to escape
towards safe areas. In some cases, farmers keep unmown refuge areas where
Corncrakes can take shelter. In other cases, farmers agreed to stop mowing
hayfields where corncrakes are confirmed to breed and mow them later.
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Monitoring the timing of mowing
Mowing plot :

Hayfields are the most suitable habitat for Corncrake to breed. Better
understanding the grassland management and practices (mowing dates,
grazing...) across each site is essential to carry out the most effective
conservation actions.
The mowing dates range from mid-May for the earliest to mid-August, even
late August, for some plots. These dates vary greatly from one year to another
because they are highly dependent on weather conditions and late flooding.
Mowing dates are too early for safe breeding of Corncrake in the Moyenne
Vallée de la Charente and Moyenne Vallée de l’Oise, because nearly 50% of
the meadows are mowed before the end of June, during incubation and
hatching.

3,7 %
4,3 %
Before June 20th

23,5 %

Between June 20th and July 10th
Between 10th and 20th July

40 %

Between 20th and July 31st
After July 31st

27,2 %

Percentage of mown meadows in the
BVA between June and August
2010 to 2015 out of a total of 2 613.5 ha)

Mowing plot © LPO

In the Basses Vallées Angevines, mowing dates are the latest and highly
correlated with agro-environmental measures (AECM) implemented on the
majority of grasslands. The first contract level indicates a minimum mowing
dates to June 20th. In practice, nearly 1,300 ha are still unmown before July
10th. This management method is rather well adapted to the Corncrake
biology.

75 % in the Basses Vallées Angevines
81 % in the Moyenne Vallée de l’Oise
62 % in the Moyenne Vallée de la Charente
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Focus on

%
100

the Moyenne Vallée de l’Oise : assessing the impact of the agroenvironmental measures (AEM)

90

One aim of this action was also to assess the effectiveness of these
AEM on delaying the mowing timing. Do the meadows under contract
have sufficient late mowing dates to ensure the survival of broods?

70

Working directly with farmers enhanced the whole process of
agreements and showed the beneficial effect in several ways:
• Effective delay in the early mowing each year. As early as the end of
June (instead of early May!)
• Postponing mowing dates late in the season of plots which are
already mown later in bad weather conditions.
• It is easier to propose emergency measures (see below) on plots
already under agreement.
As a consequence, late mowing agreements improved significantly
the total area with late cover, and thus ensured best conditions for
Corncrake breeding.

no contract
under contract
(AEM or CEN Picardie)
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Percentage trend of available mowing plots (no contract vs under AEM or
CEN Picardie contract) in 2014, in the Moyenne Vallée de l’Oise

The case of grazing
Grazing is a fairly common practice in some areas. It greatly alters the
vegetation structure and can also cause nest destructions. In addition,
some plots are grazed quite early in the season, sometimes in April, even
before the arrival of Corncrakes. These areas do not provide a suitable
habitat for the breeding of the species.

Maine-Anjou © S.Hennique
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Telemetry

21

The Corncrake is a very secretive and nocturnal species. Telemetry, used in
order to improve knowledge on their movements and location before and
after mowing, is a very efficient method.

individuals were
caught and equipped with
transmitters (17 in the
Basses Vallées Angevines
and 4 in the Moyenne Vallée
de l’Oise).

What to bear in mind?
Late floods of 2012 and 2013 significantly impacted the Corncrake population
and dragged along methodological difficulties related to the equipment
use. For these reasons, captures have been postponed to avoid excessive
disturbance. This is why telemetry was implemented on few birds.
However, in the Moyenne Vallée de l’Oise telemetry data shown that
Corncrakes used refuge areas as a retreat to complete their breeding season
in peace.

Telemetry in the BVA © L-M. Préau

Juvenile equipped with a transmitter in the BVA
© LPO Anjou
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Survey on the suitable vegetation cover for Corncrake
The Corncrake moves mainly walking or running through the vegetation.
A study on the height, density and species composition of grasslands was
therefore carried out to assess whether these parameters influenced the
installation of breeding Corncrakes.
Due to low numbers, few significant results are available to identify main
features of favorable meadows. However, major traits emerged
Optimal vegetation conditions for Corncrake setling seem specific to each
site.
• From a structural point of view, the vegetation must be high enough to
enable hiding Corncrakes.
• The density of the stratum in which evolve individuals should not be too
important in order to not impede their movements.
• Regarding the floristic composition of the prairies, the abundance of
herbaceous (characteristic of a hygrophilous habitat) seems to be suitable
for the species.
• It is likely that diversity and species richness of grasslands have an indirect
role by influencing the abundance of the Corncrake food resources.
• At the landscape scale large plots with few trees and hedges seems to be an
important factor in the selection of its habitat.

The different stages of processing an image under Imagej. (Source : Berdin, 2014 ; Tual, 2014)
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VESTA device to measure vegetation features© Marie-Hélène Guislain / CEN Picardie

Efficiency improvement of Agri-Environmental
and Climatic Measures (AECM)
The survival of the last breeding populations of Corncrakes in France is now
largely dependent on AECM. This national scheme is to compensate farmers
who wish to commit themselves for a more sustainable management of
their plots for biodiversity. Since the 1990s until today, agri-environmental
schemes have succeeded to protect the species habitat. Specific measures
are proposed to the farmers. According to territories, specifications are more
or less demanding and ambitious. Despite this major effort, the decline of
populations is still ongoing and reflects weaknesses of these measures.
To ensure the preservation of the Corncrake and its broods, the main
commitment required to farmers to manage their grasslands are:

© CEN Picardie

• no fertilization and
• late mowing, given that Corncrake biology requires mowing carried
out after July 15th and better, in August.
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Focus on

the main results from the national
analysis on the AECM (2007-2014)
carried out in the framework of the Life
programme :
• 73 % of territories propose measures with
mowing dates after July 15th,
• However, 63 % of territories studied,
specific measures for Corncrake represent
less than 5 % of the total farmland area in
France
• With 25 % of the total farmland area in
specific measures with late mowing, the
Basses Vallées Angevines contracts have
the highest rate, followed closely by the
Moyenne Vallée de l’Oise (23 %).

Aisne

Ardennes

Seine-Maritime

Meuse
Oise

Eure

Marne
Aube

Haute-Marne

One of LIFE’s objectives has been to suggest improvements for future AECM
in order to give them more attractive for farmers and more efficient to protect
the Corncrake
In this respect, the LIFE program was successful in the creation of an
unmown refuge area measure under national variation of the CAP, with
an implementation where it did not exist. This involves maintaining a 6-9
meters wide of unmown strip until August / September, to allow wildlife to
take shelter. In 2015, 10 territories have proposed this measure to farmers.

Maine-et-Loire
Indre-et-Loire

Doubs
Jura

Loire-Atlantique
Deux-Sèvres
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Nevertheless, in the light of previous experience in the Moyenne Vallée de
l’Oise, the AECM can be further improved for better acceptance by farmers
and greater efficiency (a lack of flexibility in its present form should be
adapted to the challenges of both ecological and agricultural operations).

Ain
Charente
Isère

Although AECM failed to halt the decline of the species, they play an important
role throughout biodiversity in maintaining grassland and livestock. The
reflections and studies undertaken under the LIFE will continue in particular
through the National Action Plan and will be used to conduct a wider
reflection.
Creating a database on AECM
Its goal is to inform and therefore store the AECM data contracts through a
database. For each new request for contracting, it will be possible to identify
which AECM contract was in force on the plot and thus enable a long-term
monitoring about the evolution and management of these grasslands.

Corncrake location
Implementation of AECM

Location of AECM territories and singing male distribution in France (2009)
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Test of Innovative measures
Emergency measures
Many singing males are heard in plots which are not under AECM contract
or with an insufficient level of contract (no late mowing or too early mowing
date, lack of refuge areas,...). To ensure more effective protection of chicks and
adults during the breeding season, one solution is to implement emergency
measures on plots or group of plots hosting singing males. These emergency
measures are defined for the current breeding season. The objective is to
provide financial compensation to farmers which are attractive enough to
postpone the mowing date after July 31th. This measure was applied in the
Moyenne Vallée de la Charente and Moyenne vallée de l’Oise because of the
low numbers of corncrakes surviving in these territories, and therefore the
urgency of the situation.

Friendly mowing technique

First step

Second step

Focus on

the agreement specifications related to emergency measures
• Mowing after July 31th
• Farmer inform the Life teams about the mowing date
• Mowing these plots with friendly mowing technique from center outwards or cutting the field in strips from one side to the other
• Driving the mower at a reasonable speed under 8 km/h in current speed and 6 km/h when clipping a path and in the last cut strips so that
potential Corncrakes (adults and chicks) have time to escape
• Using scaring bar developed during the Life program (if possible)
• Leaving unmown refuge areas (if possible)
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From 2012 to 2015, 37 farmers have set up emergency measures for a total area
of 109 ha in June.

Areas under
emergency
measures
Moyenne Vallée
de la Charente
(MVC)
Moyenne Vallée
de l’Oise (MVO)
Total

Numbers of
farmers

Amount of
compensation

52 ha

10

5 439 €

57 ha

27

7 581 €

109 ha

37

13 020 €

Why are farmers committed to this emergency measure?
• Location targeted according Corncrakes sighted in the spring,
• Commitment only for the current season,
• Good forage autonomy or no high expectation of hay production
(quantity and quality)
• no large mowing delay with respect to usual mowing date,
• interested to participate (at their level) in protection actions.
What obstacles to subscription ?
• Needs in hay quality and quantity,
• mowing date proposed too late ,
• compensation insufficient incentive compared to a AECM,
• Back mowing (or shredding) these areas in August.
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Farmers as conservationists wish to maintain the
emergency measures device.
But beware, they are not intended to replace the AECM
implemented at a wider scale.

The scaring bar
The scaring bar aims at making escape wildlife by simple contact in order to
avoid to hit them with the mower. They are fixed to the front of the tractor and
deployed on the same side as the mower. They were previously commonly
used in France to preserve the game wildlife. This is the first time that this
type of equipment is used in alluvial grasslands for Corncrake protection.
Positive results after use
This device was rather well received by farmers who were ready to test it
since their tractor permitted. Some have even decided to build their own
scaring bar to keep on using it.
Farmers who tested the bars agree that their use is not constraining: easy
installation, scaring device does not interfere with the mowing operations,
no impact on the hay harvesting. This device, however, requires increased
attention when mowing and some collaboration between farmers due to the
low number of bars per site. Depending on the type of vegetation, installation
of semi-rigid spring-teeth or chains seems more or less effective.

Using the scaring bar: some figures

9

bars available (5 in Anjou, 3 in Picardy
et 2 in Vallée de la Charente)

4

additional bars made
by farmers

36

broods saved
(71 chicks and 40 adults)

Difficult to demonstrate effectiveness
It is particularly difficult to assess the effectiveness of this system on the
survival of Corncrakes, due to the difficulty of seeing them flee in the tall
grass.
Scaring bar with chains in the Moyenne vallée de la Charente © LPO

Scaring bar with spring-teeth in the Moyenne Vallée de l’Oise © CEN Picardie
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Implementation of unmown refuge areas

Refuge areas are 6-9 m wide strips of unmown grasslands and managed
late in the season (mid-August to September).
They have many ecological features:
• they allow fauna and flora to complete their reproductive cycles,
• they provide shelter for wildlife (birds, mammals, insects ...) when all the
surrounding plots are mown,
• they play a role of ecological corridor (traveling under a canopy from one
sector to another)
• very important reservoir for food resources, including migratory birds at
the end of the summer.
This device has been integrated into the AECM specifications for
several territories in view of their strong interest for biodiversity.
Unmown refuge area in the Moyenne Vallée de l’Oise © Marie-Hélène Guislain / CEN Picardie
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Land purchasing

One of the main causes of the Corncrake decline in France is the alteration or
disappearance of its breeding habitat for the benefit of crops (mostly maize)
and poplar plantation. Today, land purchasing with a dedicated management
appears to be one of the most effective tools for the preservation of the
species.
A total of 56.8 ha of alluvial grasslands were purchased through the LIFE
program, with, ultimately, a positive management for Corncrake protection.
These land purchasing actions have enabled to:
• increase the area available for breeding (poplar conversion to grassland)
• promote biodiversity in general, thanks to a management adapted for the
ecological requirements of the species.

Land purchasing in Brétigny (Oise)

Here is a plot of about 16 hectares occupied half by poplar plantations (background)
and the other by tall-herb humid meadows on areas where plantations have failed
(foreground). This plot will eventually be almost fully converted into a hayfield.
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Purchasing under the Life Program:

22,1

ha
purchased in the Basses Vallées
Angevines

26,9

ha
purchased in the Vallée de l’Oise

7,8

ha
purchased in the Moyenne Vallée
de la Charente

Land purchasing in the Vallée de l’Oise © CEN Picardie

Land purchasing, an ideal tool for preserving or restoring
Corncrake habitat.

Land management for the Corncrake
Most plots of grassland purchased by partners in the framework of the LIFE program or
previous action plans are subject to agricultural leases which include environmental
clauses. Farmers will then be committed to respect precise specifications so that the
current grassland management is appropriate to the Corncrake biology through:
• late mowing dates,
• limiting the number of cutterbars attached to tractors,
• friendly mowing technique (low speed, centrifugal mowing,…)
• maintaining refuge areas in the Moyenne Vallée de l’Oise,
• no fertilization or pesticides.
In the Basses Vallées Angevines, nearly 425 ha are under agricultural leases including
environmental clauses .
In the Moyenne Vallée de l’Oise, the CENP (Conservatoire des Espaces Naturels de
Picardie) manages 416 ha, including 365 ha of grassland with environmental clauses
under leases or free of charge loan agreements for farmers.
In the Moyenne Vallée de la Charente, 7.8 ha purchased are under agricultural leases
including environmental clauses and a SAFER (farmer union dedicated to control land
purchase for agricultual purpose) agreement is applied with specifications adapted to
the ecological requirements of the corncrake on nearly 40 ha owned by the City of Saintes.

Focus on

converting poplar plantation to prairies
The restoration of favorable habitat for
Corncrake breeding has been carried out on
poplar plot through forestry activities. After the
restoration phase (prairie plant communities
take time to recover), the current management
will be run by farmers.
• conversion works started on 12.05 hectares
in the Moyenne Vallée de l’Oise
• conversion works started on 3.8 hectares in
the Basses Vallées Angevines

Some plots are also maintained as a
permanent refuge in grassland area.
This is the case of reed beds in the
Basses Vallées Angevines, managed
occasionally during volunteer project
site.

Reed beds in the Basses Vallées Angevines © LPO Anjou
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Ancienne peupleraie de 0,8 ha à Manicamp, achetée durant le programme
LIFE, après des travaux de broyage des souches © CEN Picardie

Education and introducing good practices
Livestock associations
Development of EVA, Livestock Farmers from Vallées Angevines.
Founded in 2001, EVA Association gathers around 15 farmers from the
Basses Vallées Angevines and vallée de la Loire who are involved in the
preservation of environment, high fauna and flora richness through 3
lines:

A successful story:
• 2 additional members
• 6 new trade opportunities
• 82 animals sold in 2014 against only 39 in 2012
• More than 1,000 people involved in commercial activities or various events.

• promoting sustainable farming in the Vallées Angevines, combining
extensive agricultural activity and habitat preservation (alluvial
grasslands, hedgerows, biodiversity ...)
• promoting good agricultural practices for the environment and
biodiversity (involvement in the AECM: preserving the Corncrake, no use
of pesticides, etc.)
• promoting the products and know-how of farmers through a meat
brand from the Vallées Angevines: «the farmer and Bird, the beef of the
valleys».
The LIFE program enabled to confirm the partnership between the LPO
Anjou, EVA and the relevant Chamber of Agriculture in order to develop
different actions:
• exchanging information (seminars, meetings of farmers ...)
• creating events with the public (barbecues, walks, commercial
animations)
• developing communication on the association to explain their
approach: creation of flyers, a website, redesign book and brand logo,
• developing new partnerships for greater opportunities and attract new
members.
Visiting a farm involved in the EVA approach © S. Hennique / LPO Anjou
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Creation of AEVO
(Agriculture-Environment-Vallée
de l’Oise)
The association «Agriculture-Environnement-Vallée de l’Oise» (AEVO) was
created in June 2013 by around 15 farmers in the Moyenne Vallée de l’Oise.
Like the Basses Vallées Angevines livestock farmers, this association provides
economic value through good management practices for the conservation of
biological resources in the alluvial hay meadows.
AEVO a proposé sa candidature lors d’un appel à projet lancé par le
ministère de l’Agriculture en 2013 sur le thème de l’agro-écologie (projets
CASDAR) et a été retenue parmi les lauréats. Son projet a pour objectif
d’étudier les possibilités de création d’une filière de commercialisation de
foin, produit selon un cahier des charges qui prend en compte les enjeux
environnementaux (late mowing, maintaining refuge areas, no inputs ...).

Vallée de l’Oise valley during a flood © D. Firmin
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The association is based on technical and scientific partners to conduct
studies: Chamber of Agriculture of Aisne, Picardie CEN and the engineering
school of Lasalle Beauvais. These were initiated in 2014 with:
• a study on the hay quality in the Moyenne Vallée de l’Oise which aims
at crossing his hay value with the production and harvesting methods
(fertilization, mowing dates), and the ecological value of grassland as natural
habitat and habitats for species,
• a market survey to identify potential opportunities and ability for AEVO to
meet these target markets.
AEVO has since obtained certification EEIG (Economic and Environmental
Interest Group) in July 2015. The CASDAR project, whose implementation
was planned over 3 years, will continue in 2016 including the concrete
implementation of the sector hay for sale (finalization of the specifications
of production, door-to-door selling,...).

Raising awareness on Corncrake
stakeholders and general public

protection

among

Many communication tools were developed during the program in order to
share the results collected through different monitorings and feed public
awareness on the importance of this issue.

1

100

4

1

annual
newsletters

3

seminars,
1 per partner site
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Releases

messages
in the media

leaflet
about the project

© CEN Picardie

roll-up
exhibition

1

website
(more than 9 000
sole visitors)
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GUIDE TECHNIQUE

DE BONNES PRATIQUES

EN FAVEUR DE L’AVIFAUNE PRAIRIALE
LETTRE D’INFORMATION
N° 3 - DÉCEMBRE 2014

LE CAS DU

RâLE DES GENêTS

Mais surtout il apparaît que des actions mises en œuvre dans le cadre
de ce programme, comme les mesures d’urgence, ciblées sur les parcelles
effectivement occupées par les Râles des genêts, jouent pleinement leur
rôle dans ces résultats positifs. Leur pérennisation au-delà du programme,
et leur élargissement à d’autres secteurs géographiques (l’exemple est venu
de Lorraine) devra être un objectif essentiel de l’après LIFE.
A côté de ces mesures d’urgence, nous nous réjouissons de l’élargissement au
niveau national, dans le cadre des nouvelles mesures agro-environnementales, d’une
mesure "bande refuge" qui apporte aux Râles des genêts (comme à bien d’autres espèces
de faune et de flore) des milieux de vie favorables pendant toute la saison de reproduction.
Le Conservatoire d’espaces naturels de Picardie, en tant qu’animateur agro-environnemental en
vallée de l’Oise, testait depuis plusieurs années ce type de mesure avec les agriculteurs engagés dans
ces MAE, et s’est fortement activé auprès de ses partenaires pour porter ce projet.
La Picardie a été également à l’honneur en accueillant le second séminaire technique permettant d’élargir les
échanges entre les trois partenaires du projet, à d’autres structures impliquées dans la préservation du Râle
des genêts au niveau national et international. Des exemples d’actions en Grande-Bretagne et en Lettonie
ont été présentés. Et bien sûr, le riche dialogue avec les représentants d’éleveurs, avec l’engagement des
actions menées par l’association Agriculture-Environnement Vallée de l’Oise, s’est poursuivi.
Les 8 et 9 septembre 2015 se déroulera le séminaire de clôture du projet à Saintes, en Charente-Maritime.
Réservez d’ores et déjà ces dates, qui permettront de faire le bilan global du programme d’une part et de
présenter les perspectives pour les années suivantes, car bien sûr il restera du pain sur la planche pour sauver
l’espèce ; le tout dans le superbe cadre de l’Abbaye aux Dames, en bordure de Charente, et tout près des
prairies à Râle des genêts.

Francis Meunier
Directeur-adjoint du Conservatoire d’espaces naturels de Picardie

GUIDE TECHNIQUE • Programme LIFE + Nature Râle des genêts 2011-2015 • 1
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1

Leaflet
summarizing the
results

ÉDITO
Trois ans déjà,
où en est-on de la préservation
du Râle des genêts ?
Le programme LIFE+ Râle des genêts va démarrer sa dernière année
de mise en œuvre. La question de l’efficacité des actions menées se
pose donc éminemment.
Cette lettre d’information annuelle ne fait pas le tour de toutes les
actions mais vous donne un aperçu de quelques résultats marquants
à l’issue de l’année 2014. Quelques bonnes nouvelles d’abord avec
des effectifs de Râles des genêts élevés en Picardie, records (pour les
années récentes) en Val de Charente, et qui se sont stabilisés dans
leur bastion des Basses Vallées Angevines après les deux rudes années
d’inondations tardives qui n’avaient pas gêné que les éleveurs !

1Technical
handbook on good
practices for relevant
stakeholders

Plot purchased in the Moyenne Vallée de l’Oise © CEN Picardie Oise
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Post-LIFE prospects
Conservation efforts developed in the framework of LIFE+ Nature Corncrake
will not stop at the end of the project. Some actions will continue by the
various partners of the program. In addition, a National Action Plan
(2013-2018) for the Corncrake is ongoing. It aims at involving all relevant
stakeholders to implement concrete and relevant protection measures to
restore not only the Corncrake population, but also grassland birds.

Monitoring and assessing the AEMC in relation to the Corncrake’s biological
requirements:
• Development of the AEMC database created under the Life program,
• Promoting «refuge area» to increase the total protected areas and thus
create true ecological corridors to be maintained throughout the season,
• Keeping on participating in the development of AECM specifications

Prospects are organized around four lines:

Supporting the development of good practices:
• Maintaining the partnership with the livestock farmer associations,
• Making the emergency measures sustainable on the plots hosting
Corncrakes,
• Promoting the use of the scaring bar.

Enhancing knowledge:
• Habitat: developing the common protocol for monitoring vegetation
parameters to better understand the influence of vegetation, improve
knowledge on the availability trophic grassland resources, study the
evolution of the grassland forage quality;
• Species: improving knowledge on migratory stopover and wintering sites for
the Corncrake, improving monitoring techniques (bioacoustics recognition
of singing males) to increase the reliability of results and better understand
their territorial behavior;
• agricultural practices: assessing the impact of implemented conservation
measures (postponing mowing date, maintaining refuge areas, ... ) .

Alluvial meadow in the Basses Vallées Angevines © Stéphanie Hennique / LPO Anjou
22

23

© L-M. Préau

Further information on : http://www.rale-des-genets.fr/
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